CONSTITUTIONAL MONARCHY

not accept. The Queen's advisers must be permitted to issue important
military orders without her previous sanction/1 Edward VII was much
interested in military matters, and complained in 1904 that Mr Arnold-
Forster had made changes in the War Office without discussing them
with him.2 Accordingly, the subsequent changes were submitted to and
criticised by the King in great detail.^ The King insisted that he receive
the reports of the Army Council as well as of the Committee of Imperial
Defence.4 In the following year he complained that army proposals
were submitted informally by letter from private secretary to private
secretary, and that not enough time was allowed for consultation.^

King George V took an active interest in the conduct of the war of
1914-18. He told General Haig in 1914 that he got reports from6 a large
number of officers of all ranks'.6 In July 1915 he told him that he had
lost confidence in Haig's superior officer. Sir John French, and Haig
mentioned a suitable time for his removal. The King asked Haig to
write to the Private Secretary and said that nobody else would know
what he had written.7 Some months later Field-Marshal Robertson was
asked over the telephone whether the time had not come for Sir John
French to be replaced.8 According to the King's own account, he
insisted on the Prime Minister removing Sir John French.9

Since all this happened while Mr Asquith was Prime Minister, it is
not clear how far these Buckingham Palace influences were known to
Mr Lloyd George. Probably the Prime Minister realised, however, that
the King was a strong supporter of Sir Douglas Haig. In February
1917 the War Cabinet decided to put Haig under General Nivelle's
orders for the purpose of the coming offensive. Haig described the
proposal as * madness'10. A compromise proposal was, nevertheless,
agreed, and Haig wrote a full explanation to the King.11 Lord Stam-
fordham replied12 that the King was unaware that the question of
command was discussed at the War Cabinet meeting, and that he did
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